
Yeats Annual 
Notes for Contributors 

Yeats Annual is published by Open Book Publishers, and available in free to read formats, as well as 
ebook and printed editions on the publisher’s website and at all major retailers, platforms and 
research libraries.  It welcomes submission of articles, notes, and editions of texts.  

Because it seeks to maintain and enhance its reputation for publishing new research at advanced 
level, Yeats Annual gives preference to original work with primary documents leading to the 
independent discovery of new fact about the poet’s life, times, and work, over dissertation-level 
discussions of the existing secondary literature. Descriptions of research collections of interest to 
Yeats scholars and bibliographical information are also welcome, especially for our ‘Notes and 
Documents’ sections, and for occasional series such as ʹʺMastering What is Most Abstractʺ: A Forum 
on A Visionʹ.  

Manuscript submission and refereeing process 

Our two‐stage submission process allows referees to comment upon submissions. The initial 
contribution (as an electronic file) ideally should be in the Editor’s hands at least 18 months before 
publication of the issue for which it is intended. (We aim for publication in January of each year.) 
However, later submissions are considered if they seem appropriate as the volume takes shape, a 
flexible policy which allows for a more collaborative approach to current themes in research. The 
longer time frame is preferred so as to allow as required for considered augmentation and correction 
of conditionally accepted contributions.  

Under normal circumstances we will reach a decision on a submission as soon as possible. Please 
supply your contribution in a form in which it can be refereed anonymously. If you refer to work you 
have previously published, please do so in the third person. Referees’ comments will be 
communicated to contributors who are asked to bear the recommendations in mind while making 
final adjustments to their texts. The full membership of Yeats Annual’s Editorial Board may be found 
at http://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/publications/yeats-annual. On occasion, the editor will approach further 
appropriate experts. 

Your article as accepted for publication will need to be submitted as a Word file. Please use a PC‐
based program. If you use an Apple Macintosh program it will be necessary to ensure that your 
electronic version is PC compatible before sending it. We advise you to keep a back‐up of your 
contribution. The final version of your article must be in our hands at least a year before publication. 

Style guide 

All quotations must be checked by authors (1) before final submission and (2) at proof stage. In every 
case, they should be checked against original sources, i.e. do not check the proofs merely against your 
typescript. In all cases, including from MSS, quote verbatim using original orthography and 
conventions, and do not ‘silently emend’ sources. 
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English conventions of orthography should be followed in your own text, and will be silently 
supplied at copy‐editing stage. Also, please, bear in mind the following: 

• Use single inverted commas outside double.
• Please do not indent paragraphs and do not use blank lines except to signal block quotes.
• Inset quotations should be marked off with one blank line between the quotation and

preceding and succeeding text. The font size of block quotes should be two points smaller 
than the main text. 

• Please do not use paragraph returns to mark the end of typographic lines.
• Please use footnotes rather than endnotes.

If useful, the publisher is happy to supply a MS Word template, complete with the necessary styles 
and page specifications. Please email bianca@openbookpublishers.com if you wish to be sent one. 

Yeats Annual does not use ‘Harvard’ style (i.e. author/date in‐text citations), and we do not print 
bibliographies with articles. Instead, please use MHRA layout in addition to the further instructions 
offered below: 

• Citations of the works included on the list of ‘Abbreviations’ should be placed not in
footnotes but in your text within parentheses, usually at the end of a sentence and before the 
full point. The latest list is enclosed, or see the latest number of Yeats Annual at 
http://www.openbookpublishers.com/section/39/1. 

• The citation form is ‘(Au 181)’. Note italics for abbreviation, no comma, no ‘p.’ or ‘pp.’
• However, if the citation follows an inset quotation in verse or prose, the brackets should come

at the end of the inset passage, and should have no further punctuation after the closing 
bracket, as follows: 

he is never the bundle of accident and incoherence that sits down to breakfast; he has been 
reborn as an idea, something intended, complete. (E&I 509) 

• Unless you have a specific reason for citing a particular edition, please quote Yeats’s poems
and plays from the two Variorum Editions using the corrected printings cited in the latest issue 
of Yeats Annual. Prose works should be cited from Collected Edition of the Works if available, 
but there are many occasions on which you will wish to offer double citations, using such 
older standard texts as the Macmillan (London) volumes of the 1950s and 1960s or relevant 
earlier editions as well. 

• If you cite any other primary or secondary work frequently, please supply an appropriate
abbreviation or other form of second reference in your first footnote, and place all further 
citations in your text. We would prefer a keyword or acronym of the title to be used. Such 
abbreviations should not be in italics. Please do not use the author’s name, which can have 
uncontrollable associations (remember Matthew Arnold’s ‘Higginbotham, Stiggins, and 
Bugg’). Do not refer to individuals by their first names alone in your text viz. ‘Maud’, 
‘George’, ‘Olivia’, ‘Florence’, ‘Willie’, ‘Ezra’ etc. 

Images 

Illustrations are welcome and can be included in any given issue of the journal. If you would like to 
have your essay illustrated please read carefully the publisher’s requirements about placement of 
captions in the text, image quality and copyright permissions, available to download here. Please bear 
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in mind that authors are required to clear image rights well in advance of publication and that OBP is 
not able to absorb permission fees. 

Production 

You will receive two sets of proofs of your essay. The first set in Word will show edits and comments. 
Please check them as carefully as possible and answer the queries indicated on the proofs as any 
substantive change can be made only at this stage. Once the manuscript is finalized the publisher will 
format text and images for publication and will provide contributors with a PDF file of the final 
proofs for your approval. Only minor corrections, to be marked using the Adobe Acrobat comment 
function, will be accepted at this stage. 

Publication 

Open Book Publishers will make available Open Access editions upon publication, and will provide a 
complimentary downloadable PDF edition to all contributors, together with a 20% authors’ discount 
on any book in their catalogue. OBP grants contributors the copyright in their individual articles. You 
should, therefore, be free to republish your article at any stage, before or after the publication of Yeats 
Annual, providing that full attribution is given. 

Copyright 

OBP is not able to absorb permission fees, and you may want to limit the amount of quotation. In 
particular, try to avoid quoting the full text of any poem not by W. B. Yeats. As a guide for poetry, 
permission is required if you quote more than one‐quarter of a single poem, or 25 lines or more from 
any number of poems. For prose, permission is typically required if you quote more than 400 words 
from a single passage, or 500 or more words from a single volume. 

When submitting your final typescript for publication, please include a list of any quotations which 
exceed the above guidelines, and your letters of permission from appropriate estates or agents. The 
quotation of unpublished material by Yeats requires the permission of the Yeats Estate. Stewardship 
of the Yeats Estate is now in the hands of Amy Mitchell (amitchell@unitedagents.co.uk) also formerly 
of A. P. Watt, and her Assistant, Kat Aitken (kaitken@unitedagents.co.uk) at +44 (0)2032140931, who 
also handle, in addition to their estate work, foreign rights in a large number of countries.  

Quotations from unpublished prose currently require the approval of Professor Roy Foster, FBA, 
(roy.foster@history.ox.ac.uk) and those from unpublished letters the approval of Professor J. S. Kelly, 
St John’s College, Oxford, OX1 3JP (john.kelly@sjc.ox.ac.uk) on behalf of the Oxford University Press. 
Please send a copy of your essay to the above (as appropriate) when seeking permission to quote, and 
please mark the quoted passages clearly, copying in to your enquiry the Editor, at the email address 
given below. 

Unpublished materials by other authors and artists should also be accompanied by full clearance 
from literary executors and estates, or owners of copyright holders. Certain libraries, such as the Berg 
Collection of the New York Public Library, also require that you obtain their permission before 
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quoting from materials in their possession. It would be helpful if copies of your letters of 
authorization could be sent to the editor as they become available, and, at the latest, with final 
submission of your article. 

Please also obtain permission where necessary from museums, libraries or publishers. 

Dr Alessandra Tosi
Open Book Publishers
E-mail: a.tosi@openbookpublishers.com 


