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OUR STORY, OUR VISION, OUR MODEL
WHO WE ARE



William St Clair (1937-2021) was the 
Chairman of the Board of Directors. 

THE STORY BEHIND OBP'S CREATION

Dr. Alessandra Tosi is a co-founder and 
the Managing Director and  Life Fellow 
of Clare Hall, Cambridge 

Dr. Rupert Gatti is a co-founder and the second 
Director and Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Founded in 2008 
by academics at 
the University of 

Cambridge. 

Rooted in 
dissatisfaction with 

personal experiences 
as scholarly authors. 

Alessandra's frustration 
with exorbitant pricing of 

her books despite minimal 
publisher involvement was 

a key catalyst. 

OA landscape in 2008 
was relatively sparse, 

with only one such 
book publisher in the 
UK, Open Humanities 

Press. 



OUR VISION
KNOWLEDGE IS FOR SHARING

NON-PROFIT 
& SCHOLAR-LED

HIGH-QUALITY 
RESEARCH

PEER REVIEWED, 
AWARD WINNING AND 

INNOVATIVE TITLES

OVER 450 TITLES 
TO DATE

FREE PDF AND HTML 
EDITIONS AND 

REASONABLY PRICED 
PAPERBACK, HARDBACK 

AND EPUB EDITIONS

NO EMBARGO
 PERIOD



• Open Access and Free Publishing: OBP provides permanent and free access to 
books without requiring authors to pay Open Access fees (BPCs), promoting wider 
dissemination of knowledge.

• Authorship and Copyright Control: OBP offers authors full copyright control and 
faster publishing times and all our books are publised under a CC license, 
enhancing accessibility and author empowerment.  

• Multiple Formats and Editions: Books are published simultaneously in digital 
formats (PDF, HTML) and affordable paperback, hardback, and ebook editions 
(EPUB), catering to diverse reader preferences.

• Sustainable Funding Model and Increased Impact: OBP sustains itself through a 
mixed model of funding without imposing mandatory Open Access fees, leading 
to greater readership, citations, and potential for translation and reuse, while 
supporting innovative publication modes.

OUR PUBLISHING MODEL



Library Membership Programme:
 This stream accounts for slightly 
over a third of the total revenue. 

 Sales from print and EPUB copies: 
Revenue is also generated from the 
sales of printed and EPUB copies of 

the our books. 

OUR REVENUE STREAMS

Title Grants: About one-third of income 
comes from grants and donations. 

Authors may apply for funding to cover 
publication costs, enabling those 

without resources to publish. OBP also 
earns grants through its involvement in 
open-access software and publishing 

projects.



WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT'S NOT
OUR LIBRARY MEMBERSHIP



WHAT IT IS:
A collective 

support 
programme 
powered by 

libraries. 

Supports 
authors to 

publish open 
access books 
without being 
charged a fee. 

Aims to remove 
financial barriers to 
both authorship and 

readership. 



WHAT IT'S NOT:
Not a read-and-publish 

deal; it is a collective 
library support 

program. 

Not a means to 
bump authors up 

the publication 
queue or 

guarantee 
publication if a 
book fails peer 

review. 

Designed to 
remove financial 

barriers to 
authorship and 

readership, 
irrespective of an 
institution's ability 

to pay. 



Since its establishment in 2015, the Library Membership 
Programme has over 250 members worldwide.

The benefits include:

• Free digital downloads for registered library users of ALL our 
ebook editions.

• Libraries can upload digital editions of our titles to their 
repositories, ensuring uninterrupted access even after 
membership termination.

• Members receive discounts of 20% on printed editions and 30% 
for bulk orders over £150.

• University library members (staff, students, alumni) enjoy a 15% 
discount on printed editions purchased from our website.

• Members receive usage statistics and have access to complete 
MARC records for all OBP titles.

• Members support publishing 40+ open access research 
monographs and open-source software development.

BENEFITS



    Thoth Open Source Metadata 
Management and Dissemination 

System

You can easily download our 
catalogue metadata in the 

following formats:

• ONIX 3.0
• ONIX 2.1

• CSV
• KBART
• BibTeX

• MARC 21 Record
• MARC 21 Markup

• MARC 21 XML

https://thoth.pub

Widely used databases and 
metadata distributors / 

aggregators

We distribute to all the platforms 
listed below and more, making it 

seamless to integrate our titles into 
your library catalogue:

• EBSCO
• ProQuest 

• Book Citation Index 
• JISC KB

• OCLC
• BDSlive
• DOAB

• OAPEN

Our MARC Records

Member libraries can download a 
complete set of MARC records for 

all OBP titles; cataloguers won't 
need to do it from scratch!

 We publish an updated set with 
newly added titles every three 
months and alert you with our 

quarterly newsletter or via 
individual email alerts.

WHERE CAN YOU FIND OUR BOOKS?



United Kingdom

Our UK membership tiers have 
been assigned based on the JISC 

banding system.
Your recommended tier is 

equivalent to the JISC band your 
institution currently

holds. 

Tier 3: £300 
Tier 2: £500
Tier 1: £700

United States

Our US membership tiers have 
been assigned based on the 

number of FTE. Your
recommended tier is equivalent to 

the number of FTE at your 
institution

Tier 3: $500
Tier 2: $725
Tier 1: $950

Europe

Our EU membership tiers have 
been assigned based on the World 

Bank's
classification of countries by 

income + the size of your 
institution. 

Tier 3: €400
Tier 2: €600
Tier 1: €800

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE



Oceania

Our membership tiers for 
institutions in Oceania have been 

assigned based on
 the number of FTE. Your 

recommended tier is equivalent to 
the number of FTE at

 your institution. 

Tier 3: $500 (USD)
Tier 2: $725 (USD)
Tier 1: $950 (USD)

Canada

Our Canadian membership tiers 
have been assigned according to 

the CRKN
Banding System. Your 

recommended tier is equivalent to 
the CRKN band your

institution currently holds. 

Tier 3: $500 (USD)
Tier 2: $725 (USD)
Tier 1: $950 (USD)

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE



ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE
Multi-Year Agreement

We offer a multi-year agreement to our members. This multi-year agreement covers
the period of three years and offers a 5% discount on the final fee.

If you would like to take advantage of this offer please, contact Laura Rodriguez,
Head of Library Relations and Metadata Specialist, at laura@openbookpublishers.com




