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We are seeking support from individual citizens, companies, and health care organizations 

across the world to make this book free to download and read by anyone, anywhere, 

anytime, irrespective of their financial means.  

 

Please help us to make this book, and others like it, freely available. 

 

Donate in GBP here.      Donate in USD here. 

     

Using the Reference: DVDINGRM 

 

We will be delighted to recognise any donations on the website associated with this 

work, and to include the names of individual donors (above £100) or corporate 

donations (above £2500) within the printed and ebook editions. 
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Why donate to make this book free for everyone to read? 

In just seventy-five years, the digital computer has changed the world. What was the 

basic science of x-ray and nuclear magnetic resonance has transmuted into the computerized 

axial tomography of X-ray and MRI scanners, today at the heart of clinical practice and 

transforming health care across the planet. In this book, David Ingram, a pioneer in the field 

and central to this work, offers a unique history of these seismic developments. 

Ingram draws on his foundational contributions in creating and developing two 

community-interest endeavours dedicated to incremental progress along this pathway: 

openEHR and OpenEyes. The first extends and refines a guiding vision of a vendor- and 

provider-neutral, clinical- and citizen-centred methodology for care records, focussed 

principally on rigorous and trusted good practice in their organization and sharing of data. 

The second is a clinically-centred computer application providing care records for 

ophthalmology. These initiatives have held true to their founding vision of collaboration and 

partnership across health care, academia, and industry, centred on non-profit community 

enterprise.  

Ingram’s book reaches back into history to tell the story of how such transforming 

endeavours have evolved and are approached, from both local and global design and 

governance perspectives, and how they are being adopted across the world: people are as 

important to this narrative as technology. But his book is not only a history of the past, it is a 

guiding light for the future. These experiences and achievements illuminate a path forward 

over the coming decades, building on this incremental approach. Ingram explores the 

sustainable design and support of a proposed citizen-centred care information utility, and 

how and by whom such can be created and sustained, as health care and information 

technology continue to combine to create the services of tomorrow. 

Open access: free for everyone to read 

In keeping with the principles and goals of Ingram’s life’s work, his book is being published 

open access, free to read and download, by a not-for-profit and platinum-rated open access 



 

publisher. It thereby seeks to freely share his experiences and learning from past decades, to 

assist progress in the still rapidly changing world of health care today.  

 

How to donate 

If you would like to contribute to the publication costs of Health Care in the Information Society, 

please donate directly by clicking the ‘Donate’ button below, or via Paypal using the email 

address payments@openbookpublishers.com. Please quote the reference 'DVDINGRM' so 

that we know you are donating to support David Ingram’s book. Unfortunately tax 

deductions are not available for these donations. 

 

Donate in GBP here.      Donate in USD here. 

     

Using the Reference: DVDINGRM 

 

Acknowledging donors 

We will be delighted to recognise any donations on the website associated with this 

work, and to include the names of individual donors (above £100) or corporate 

donations (above £2500) within the printed and ebook editions. If you would like your 

donation to be recognised in this way then please contact us at 

general@openbookpublishers.com with the subject 'Health Care in the Information 

Society - Donation Acknowledgement' with details of your donation, and we will 

ensure your name or the name of your company is included in the book or in the 

ancillary resources. 

 

Cost of the book 

The cost of producing this book and associated digital resources is £12,500 (to see how our 

production costs are calculated please, refer to the last section in our Authors' Guide).  
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Donations above this amount will go to make more high-quality research freely available to 

everyone: a fitting legacy for Ingram’s book. 

 

Digital resources associated with this book will be openly available at 

https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0335#resources. They include key documents from the time of 

the EU GEHR Project (1991-94). This laid the foundations for the ISO-adopted openEHR 

specifications for a novel, vendor and technology-neutral method for standardising the design 

of electronic health records, now being taken forward internationally by the openEHR 

International community interest company. The author is the Founding President and Chair 

of the Board of Governors of the overarching openEHR Foundation. He was the first UK 

professor appointed with a brief to engage in the interface of information technology and 

health care.  

 

Excess amount 

We are a not-for-profit publisher, so our incomings only need to match our outgoings for us 

to be sustainable. Any surplus is reinvested into the business, enabling us to publish more 

books – it is not extracted as profit. Any excess donations above the costs of this book will 

therefore go to support the publication of other open access books that are free for everyone 

to read. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact us at general@openbookpublishers.com. 
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